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at once that the son has entered the abode of
Death (Yama Valvasvata), and that, in the absence
of Death, there Is no one to receive him with the
honours clue to a Brahman. Hence when the lord
of the Departed, Yama, returns after three clays*
absence, he expresses his regret, and offers the
young man three boons to choose. The young
philosopher asks first that his father may not be
angry with him, when he returns (so he evidently
means to return to life), and secondly that he may
acquire the knowledge of certain sacrificial acts
which lead to happiness in Paradise. But for the
third boon he will accept nothing but a knowledge
of what becomes of man after death. ' There is
that doubt/ he says, * when a man is dead, some
saying, he is; others, he is not This I should
like to know, taught by thee, this is the third of
my boons/

Yama, the god of death, declines to answer
that question, and tempts the young man with
every kind of gift, promising him wealth, beautiful
women, a long life, and pleasures of every kind*
But his guest resists and says (I, 26): * These
things last till to-morrow, O Death, and they wear